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YOSHIYUKI  NAKAMURA,  after  having  been  duly  sworn, 
testified  at  the  Iiandai  Prisoners  of  War  Camp,  Makassar, 
Celebes,  on  20  April  1946,  as  follows; 


Q 

A 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 


Vhat  is  your  name,  rank,  age,  religion,  and  home 
address? 

YoehVyvki  NAKAMURA,  1st  Sub  Lt , ,  26  years  c3d. 
LuddJUst,  Gifu  Prefecture,  El  bit  i  County,  Kasuga 

village,  hokugo  V/ard,  Number  1037,  Japan, 


Are  you  single  or  married? 
Single. 

What  is  your  father's  name? 
NAKAMURA ,  Hy ohi chi . 


Q  ./hen  did  you  enter  the  Japanese  Navy? 

A  1  October  1943, 

Q  When  and  where  did  you  first  arrive  in  the  Celebes? 

A  July  20,  1944,  at  Makassar.  I  stayed  in  Makassar 

until  December  1944.  I  was  in  the  land  warfare 
department  of  the  headquarters  of  the  23rd  Special 
Naval  Base.  I  then  went  to  AROE  to  construct 
defensive  positions.  I  stayed  there  until  Larch 
1945.  Then  I  went  to  Manipi  to  construct  defense 
positions  and  I  stayed  there  until  the  war  ended. 
I'rom  the  time  1  first  arrived  in  Makassar  until 
the  war's  end  I  was  always  a  member  of  the  2Rrd 
Special  Naval  Base. 

Q  Who  was  your  immediate  commanding  officer? 

A  Lt,  Commander  ISHIDA  was  the  Department  Head  of  the 
Land  Warfare  Department. 

Q  Who  was  Lt.  Commander  ISHIDA fs  commanding  officer? 

A  Captain  TOYAMA  was  the  senior  staff  officer  in  the 
23rd  Special  Naval  Base.  He  directed  all  Department 
Heads,  He  was  also  commander  of  the  Makassar  Tokkei 


Q  Do  you  know  anything  about  four  Allied  airmen  who 
were  detained  by  the  Makassar  Tckkei  Tai  sometime 
in  July  1945? 

A  Yes.  I  know  about  the  execution  of  these  four. 

Q  Do  you  know  where  these  airmen  were  captured  and 
what  kind  of  a  plane  they  were  in? 

A  No  because  I  was  working  at  j.anipi  at  the  time  of 
their  capture.  I  don't  know  on  what  date  they  were 
captured  but  I  was  working  at  Manipi  all  the  time. 
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Q  ..non  was  the  first  tine  that  you  had  any  knowledge 
of  these  four  airmen? 

A  One  Sunday  in  the  first  part  of  July,  I  went  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  23rd  Special  Naval  Base  from 
Manipi  to  attend  a  conference  that  was  going  to  be 
held  on  the  following  day.  I  arrived  at  Makassar 
av  e.-.even  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  immediately 
reported  oo  Lt.,  Commander  ISHIDA  and  had  lunch 
with. him  at  the  Land  Warfare  Department,  I 
received  the  order  to  come  to  Makassar  from  the  23rd 
Special  Naval  Base.  I  received  the  order  by  tele¬ 
phone  u  I  don't  In  low  who  actually  originated  the 
order,  v/hile  ISIIIDA  and  I  were  eating  lunch  he 
told  me,  "Lto  NAKAMURA,  we  are  going  to  execute 
war  prisoners  at  I.aros  this  afternoon  so  vou  will 
come  along"'.  That  was  the  first,  knowledge  I  had 
that  there  were  any  war  prisoners  in  Makassar.  After 
lunch  I  withdrew  to  my  room  and  bathed  myself  and 
s^ept  until  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  At  2:15 
J  awakened  by  a  bugle  so  i  get  up  and  walked  to 
the  front  of  chc  Lane’,  arfare  Department  office  and 
I  a  aw  one  passenger  car  and  one  truck  standing  in 
front  of  the  office,  <hen  I  arrived  at  the  place 
where  the  cal’  and  truck  were  standing  I  saw  Lt-, 

Commander  I  S’ 1 1.  DA  standing  beside  the  car,  he  told 
me  to  geo  inco  the  car.  This  cor  was  a  passenger 
car  which  had  been  converted  into  a  light  truck.  I 

5°$,into  ths  back  of  the  car  along  with  1st  Sub  Lt. 
NaKAC,  Kohei  a nd •  lo^-Sub-L t - Yh .-.A WAKA ••  (-P WU > .  Lt.  /Y.N. 
Commander  IoIIiDA  got  into  tho  front  seat  and  sat 
beside  the  driver  whose  name  I  don't  know.  The 
truck  was  right  behind  our  car,  it  was  onen  truck 
and  I  saw  about  thirty  or  forr.y  men  from' the  Land 
warfare  Department  on  this  truck.  They  were  to  be 
usea  as  working  parties.  At  about  2,30  in  the 
aiternoon  oar  car  started  cut  through  the  gate  of 
the  office  of  Land  Carfare  and  proceeded  to  the 
Ili  lit  ary  Court  Building.  The  truck  followed  behind 
the  car.  The  Lilitary  court  is  about  one  block 
away  from  tne  Land  'warfare  Office.  .  hen  we  arrived 
we  caw  a  covered  truck  standing  on  the  road  in  front 
ol  the  Lilitary  Court  Building.  When  we  arrived 
Judge  Aaycca.e  Lt,  SHIiufl’O  came  out  of  the  Lilitary 
Court  Building  with  four  prisoners  behind  him.  He 
was-<aaeompanied~fey-Lt»-SAiTQT-6oicki,  Lt.  SIIIRaTO  /Y.N. 
made  the  prisoners  get  into  the  back  of  the  covered 
truck.  The  prisoners1  hands  were  tied  behind  their 
backs  but  i  don't  think  they  were  blindfolded. 

Immediately  after  the  prisoners  got  into  the 
covered  truck,  our  car  started  for  Laros,  the 

RESTRICTED 


PURL :  http :  //www.  legal-tools .  org/doc/dO  1 7e2/ 


Doc.  No.  5533 


RESTRICTED 


Page  3 


covered  truck  with  the  prisoners  followed  our  car 
and  the  last  vehicle  was  the  truck  carrying  the 
working  parties.  nfe  left  the  Military  Court 
Fuilding  at  about  two— fortj*- five  In  the  afternoon 
and  we  arrived  at  Laros  Airfield  at  about  three 
twenty.  As  we  drove  into  Laros  airfield  I  saw  a 
truck  parked  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  road, 
our  car  stopped  about  fifty  meters  behind  this 
true.,:,  T:ie  covered  truck  with  the  prisoners,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  other  truck ,  then  drove  around  cur 
Ctu.A  and  stopped  behind  the  first  truck.  Immediately 
all  the  trucks  were  parked,  Lt.,  Commander 
ISnIDA  got  out  of  our  car  and  went  up  to  the  truck 
tnat  was  already  parked  when  we  first  arrived, 
ihii e  were  about  five  or  six  men  who  were  a  working 
par«y  standing  near  the  truck.  There  was  a  1st  Sub 
Lieutenant  with  this  party  but  I  did  not  at  that  time 
.vnow  liis  name .  hen  j.  SHI  DA  arrived  at  the  place 
wnere  cbe  working  party  was  I  heard  him  order  them 
to  guard  around  the  execution  place.  The  1st  Sub 
Lieutenant  with  the  party  ordered  his  men  to  their 
guard  positions,  Tnon  Lt.  Commander  I3HIBA  inspected 
around  the  place  and  ordered  where  the  washing 
we ter  should  be  and  inspected  the  ground  for  suitable 
footing  for  the  execution.  He  finally  chose  a  bomb 
crater  that  had  flat  grounv1  around  it  for  the 
execution  place.  This  crater  was  twenty  or  thirty 
meters  from  the  covered  truck  that  carried  the 
prisoners-.  By  this  tine  everyone  except  the  four 
prisoners  had  dismounted  from  the  trucks  and  we  all 
cllowed  Lt,  Commander  I3VIIDA  lo  the  bomb  crater  he 
had  selected.  1SHIDA  then  ordered  one  prisoner  to 
be  brougnt  to  the  execution  place.  I  heard  Lt. 
Commander  TSH1DA  order  the  prisoner  to  be  blind¬ 
folded  tightly,  Accordingly,  one  soldier,  I  don't 
know  his  name,  but  I  think  he  was  a  private  or  a 
non-commissicnad  officer,  brought  one  prisoner  to 
the  crater.  Then  Lt#  ShlJATO  told  the  prisoner  to 
sit  down  and  also  asked  the  prisoner  his  name  in 
]  nglish.  The  prisoner  answered  his  name  and  knelt 
on  the  edge  of  the  bomb  crater,  facing  it.  His  head 
was  uplifted.  Then  Lt,  Commander  I3IIIDA  locked 
around  the  crowd  and  pointed  to  the  1st  Sub  Lieutenant 
wnom  I  had  seen  with  the  first  Sjruck  and  said,  "You 
do  it".  This  Lieutenant  looked  very  downcast  and 
complained  that  he  did  not  wish  to  do  it..  Then  Lttf 
Commander  I SHIDa  said,  "Go  ahead,  go  ahead".  Then 
this  Lieutenant  went  .forward  and  approached  the 
prisoner  and  stood  on  the  left  rear  of  the  prisoner. 

By  this  time  tills  Lieutenant  had  already  drawn  his 
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sword  and  had  it  in  his  right  hand  v/ith  ths  point 
toward  the  ground.  Then  as  soon  as  he  took  his 
position-,  he  shook  his  head  a  few  times  and  raised 
his  sword  over  his  right  shounder  and  swung  it 
downward  using  both  hands.  Tne  sword  cut  squarely 
tho  neck  of  the  prisoner ,  the  prisoner's  head 
f loaned  over  against  'his  chast  and  the  blood 
snurued  from  his  neck,  and  the  dead  body  rolled 
into  the  bonb  crater.  Immediately  after  the 
Lieutenant  swing  his  sword  he  turned  and  walked 
to  the  back  cf  the  crowd  to  where  water  was  ready 
for  washing  his  sword .  I  saw  him  washing  his  sword. 

I  was  standing  toward  the  back  of  the  crowd  near 
the  washing  water  during  the  time  that  the  first 
prisoner  was  executed.  I  was  about  seven  or  eight 
meters  from  the  execution  place.  Then  I  heard  Lt. 

Commander  J.8H.CDA  order  the  next  prisoner  to  be 
brought.  The  second  prisoner  was  brought  and  made 
to  kr.ael  down  at  the  same  place  the  first  prisoner 
knelt.  Lt,  3KIRAT0  asked  the  second  prisoner  his 
name.  The  prisoner  answered.  Then  Lu.  Commander 
ISIIIDA  again  looked  around  the  crowd.  I  was  in  the 
back  cf  the  crowd,  and  ISIIIDA  said,  '  there's  Sub 
Lt  NaKAMORA?'*  I  then  said.  "Yes.,  Sir",  and  ISIIIDA 
said,  "You  do  it  this  time'*.  I  then  scratched  my 
head  and  said,  "I  cannot  do  it  Sir".  Then  ISHIDA 
gave  me  a  speech  telling  us  that  this  was  the  man 
who  indiscriminately  bombed  Japan.  This  speech 
was  to  arouse  our  anger o  ISIIIDA  then  insisted  that 
1  do  iu  because  it  was  the  order  of  high  officials. 

Since  there  wsre  many  hign  officials  present  I  was 
under  the  impression  thc.t  I  w as  a  legal  executioner. 

Accordingly.  I  went  to  where  the  washing  water  was  ^ 

and  washed  my  sword  and  holding  my  sword  in  my 

right  hand  with  the  point  earthward  I  approached  the 

kneeling  prisoner  and  occupied  a  position  about 

one  pace  to  the  left  rear  of  the  prisoner.  Thou 

the  Judge  Advocate  asked  the  prisoner  through  an 

interpreter  whose  name  i  don't  knew  whether  he  had 

anything  to  say.  The  prisoner  said  something  but 

I  can't  remember  what.  ISHIDA  then  said. ,  ‘'Go  ahead 

now" .  Accordingly  I  took  a  srend  with  my  feet  about 

one  foot  apart  and  using  both  hands  raised  die  sword 

over  my  right  shoulder  and  swung  it  downward  on  the 

neck  of  the  prisoner.  I  finished  him  with  one  swing. 

as  soon  as  I  swung,  the  prisoner's  head  flopped 

against  his  chose  and  blood  spurted  from  his  neck 

and  he  fell  into  the  crater  dead  on  wop  of  the 

first  prisoner  who  was  also  dead.  Then  I  turned 
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a.' id  walked  ..c  .he  place  where  the  washing  water 
v.as  and  washed  my  sword,  bhile  I  was  washing 

heard  Lt„  Commander  ISIIIDA  o^der  ?he 
Prisoner  to  be  brought.  I  then  wield  my 

^e"li^eb?n^dTaS  fJ*fs  uick  in  my  st°mach  from 
...e^xin  b„°°u  1  walked  about  ten  meters  from 

the  \/ashing  water  to  a  small  knoll  and  sat  down 

bthiad  the  knoll  with,  ,-y  tack  to  the  exertion 

fe;?-*  JS  L"?3,  in  this  place  I  overheard 

aSH.D.A  say  aub  it,  NAKAO  you  do  it".  I  did  n^1' 

Gxec'-}Ze  thZ  third  prisoner  because  f 

wm  *2i5ti  v6?nf^M  Sr2  ITWas  sittln-«  -'hUe  I 

was  sitUng  xn  chis  prace  I  saw  the  fourth  and 

Ke  iUJf!?!SeMD!S-  31I0usht  t0  the  execution  place, 
h^hinl  ^iln--p-Lced  and  his  hands  were  tied 

ehino  him*  I  could  not  see  the  fourth  execution 
but  I  heard  ISP IDA  say,  "NAKAO  you  do  this  llsl"  ’ 

^,.out  one  or  two  minutes  later  I  again  heard  ISIIIDA 

the  hole  with  earth-.  I* 
vn.n  reaj-iiod  that  t.ne  execution  must  be  over  and 

OT-SO  ?V?i’hfad  fPR  that  the  execution  las 
ahP,  Wai^ed  by  the  bomb  crater  but  I 

ftn^h  In-  tl?1e  working  party  had  already 

to  °  ‘G  ncle.  I  then  walked  directly 

u"°r  Cdr  and  waited  for  Lt.  Commander 

}fS£ ut1fnH?M?SEeCfillf,  the  1  lace  of  execution, 
xl 3a^  i°ul  thirty  in  tne  afternoon  I3KIDA  got 

Jj  *  aar  aad  we  ieft  the  place  and  returned  to 
the  Land  Warfare  Office. 

v/bo  ^3  present  at  the  execution? 

ar^-vp  'url^  J£m  Cof*rflander  IIIAirjRA  who  did  not 

Lt  ?"-'er  Phe  S9ccnd  execution.  1st  Sub 

Lt*  NA^AO *  U?JCni>  l3*-Bsb»-£<i»-XAhASIAKA,  1st  Sub  /Y.N, 

name-  /  -’n-i1  W?re  a  number  of  others  whose 
names  I  can  t  remember. 

Can  you  describe  the  four  prisoners? 

„  1  0  tbera  were  tall  and  the  one  I  executed  wa* 

ISnnidUnSvt  They  ap,°kG,  ?nSHsh  and  they  wSe  white 
skinned,  ihey  wore  khaki  colored  clothes. 

■<hat  nationality  were  they? 

I  don't  know  but  I  think  they  were  Americans. 

What  were-  their  names? 

I  don't  know, 

thyhave?®  they  onptured  and  what  klnrt  of  plene  did 

fP?™rd  I  *iea*J  that  they  were  shot  down  at  Pank- 
gadjeni.  I  don't  kno  ;  what  type  of  plane. 
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Q  ./ho  is  ■'  he  1st  Sub  Lieut.'  want  that  you  mentioned 
as  exoouting  the  first  prisoner? 

A  At  the  tine  ci  the  execution  I  did  not  know  his 
name  but  later  I  found  out  his  name  was  Lt. 

INAGaKI . 

Q  Y/hy  were  these  prisoners  executed? 

A  I  don’t  know. 

^  V/er e  the  p  ksoners  given  a  hearing  or  trial? 

A  I  don 1 1  know . 

Q  who  gave  the  original  execution  order? 

A  I  don't  know  whether  orders  were  issued  but  if  they 
were  admiral  OHStJGI  would  have  issued  them. 

Q  Could  Lt.  Commander  IShIDA  have  executed  these 

prisoners  without  orders  from  a  higher  authority? 

A  I  don't  think  it  is  possible. 

^  Could  Captain  TOYAj  a  have  issued  the  order? 

A  I  don’t  know. 

+ 

Q  Could  Lt»  Commander  ISHIDA  have  received  an  order 
to  execute  the  prisoners  without  Captain  TOYutiA's 
knowledge? 

A  I  don’t  think  it’s  possible. 

^  ./hat  part  did  It..  SalTO  play  in  the  execution? 

A  I  think  he  w as  sent  from  Ickcei  Tai  to  witness  the 

execution. 

Q  Then  Captain  TOYa  -A,  as  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Tokkei  Tri,  mu  .t  have  known  about  the  execution? 

A  Naturally  I  th.  nk  he  should  have  known. 

Q  Do  you  have  anything  further  to  say? 

A  Yes,  I  wart  you  to  please  remember  that  J.  thought  I 

was  a  2eg\.i  executioner  because  there  were  many 
high  officials  pr  ant. 

V  Wan  force,  threats,  duress,  cr  coercion  used  in 
taking  this  statement  from  vou? 

A  No. 

Q  V/as  any  promise  of  reward,  immunity ,  or  consideration 

given  as  a  resuxt  of  this  statement? 

A  Noo 

/s/  Ycshiyaki  Nakamura 
YOSi  1 1YUXI  NA  EAT  URA 
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NETHERLANDS  IHD..ES) 

) 

CELEBES  )  b 3 

) 

CITY  OF  EAKASSAR  ) 

I,  YOSlIIYLr:i  NAx'v/1  .JRA,  being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  state 
that  I  had  read  to  me  and  understood  the  translation  of 
the  foregoing  rr. ..ascription  of  my  Interrogation  and  all 
answers  contained  therein,  consisting  of  four  (4)  pages, 
are  true  to  the  1  r3t  of  my  knowledge  and  belief# 

/  /  Yoshi^uk:-  Nakamura 
YOSHIYUKI  NAKAMURA  * 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20  day  of  April, 

in/i4  - - <*•  *  ft 


Is  '  'lolui  _D  •  „  S chwenk ejr _ 

JOtWD.  SCKWENKER,  Capt.,  F.A. 
Investigating  Officer,  War  Crimes 
Investigating  Detachment 

NETHERLANDS  INDIES) 

) 

CELEBES  '  S.J 

CITY  OF  IIAKaSSAE  ] 

I,  I  ASAO  DOUL,  T/3,  ASN  301-1300,  V*ar  Crimes  Branch, 
being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  stat >  that  1  truly  translated 
the  questions  and  answers  given  from  English  to  Japanese 
and  from  Japanese  to  English  respectively,  and  that  after 
being  transcribed,  I  truly  translated  the  foregoing  de¬ 
position  containing  four  (4)  pages,  to  the  witness;  that 
the  witness  thereupon  in  my  presence  affixed  his  signa¬ 
ture  thereto. 

/s/  Ma r a o  D on e_ 

HASnO  DOSE  * 

Subscribed  and  r  ,or  n  to  before  me  this  20  day  of 
April,  1946. 


/s/  J^hn  _D_,_  a  ?J}v;enker__ 

JO: i N  D  j  sOIMn NKER ,  Capt  *  ,  f  *  A 
Invest iga ting  Officer,  War  Crimes 
Investigating  Detachment 
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CEKTIFIC  ATE 


I,  JOHN  D.  SCI UEKKER >  Capt.,  0-  544384,  FA,  certify 
that  oh  23'd  day  of  April,  1946  ?  personally  appeared 
before  me  YOSHIYUKI  N. JC«i;URA ,  and  according  to  KASAO 
DOUE,  gave  the  foregoing  answers  to  the  several  questions 
set  forth  therein;  that  after  his  testimony  had  been 
transcribed,  +  l.a  said  YOSHIYUKI  NAKA>!URA  had  read  to 
him  by  the  said  interpret-.,  the  same  and  affixed  his 
signature  thereto  in  my  presence. 


i.akassar .  Celebes 
(Fiace) 

20  Anrll  JL946 _ 

TDate) 


/s/  John  D  Sch'fnkor 
JOHN  D.  SdHWENKER,  Capt , ,  FA 
Investigating  Officer,  'far  Crimes 
Investigating  De  cacmaent 
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